
 

STORMWATER 

POLLUTION 

 

If you wash your car in the street or 

on your driveway, soaps, mud, oil, 

and grease can wash directly into 

the stormwater system. Many 

soaps contain phosphates which 

over fertilize waterways and can 

lead to a build up of toxic algae 

which is harmful to fish and hu-

mans too. 

Cleaning Your Car 
 

Try to wash your vehicle on a grassy area or over gravel 

 

Use as little soap as possible 

 

Check for any fluid leaks and maintain your car 

What Can We Do To Help? 

Proper Cleaning 
Cleaning paint brushes and rollers into gutters or drains puts 

chemicals in the water which can poison aquatic wildlife such as 

fish, frogs, and even birds. 

When using water-based paint, clean up over soil 

 

When using oil-based paint: 

 keep paint and solvents clear of gutters and drains 

 allow unused paint to dry out and then put it in the trash 

bin 

What Can We Do To Help? 



   

Stormwater is rain that falls on roofs or 

paved areas like driveways and roads. This 

water is carried away by a system of storm-

water pipes that is separate from the sew-

age system. It soon reaches our rivers and 

eventually the ocean.  

We can help prevent stormwater pollution from ruining our wa-

terways by taking steps to stop detergents, paints, leaves, ciga-

rette butts and other liter from ending up in our gutters and 

drains. 

Gutters and drains carry the rainwater from our streets straight 

into the surrounding lakes and rivers. So when it rains, storm-

water runoff can carry pollutants from around our homes and 

streets to the waterways where we swim, boat, and fish. The 

surrounding plants and animals also live in this water. 

What Is Stormwater? 

Clean Up, For Gutters Sake 

Natural things like leaves and soil 

can harm our waterways. In our gar-

dens, leaves are scattered and de-

cay where they fall. But when they 

are washed into the stormwater sys-

tem they become concentrated and 

can clog the drains. 

Imagine the impact of all the leaves 

and dirt in the streets from five miles around washing directly 

into your local waterway. These can cause big problems. When 

leaves and other clippings decay in water, they  use up oxygen. 

Taking oxygen away from the water can kill plants, fish and oth-

er animals that live in our waterways. Soil is a problem too. It  

makes waterways cloudy and can silt them up. Silt can suffo-

cate fish by clogging their gills. 

What Can We Do To Help? 
 

Sweep your gutters and driveways 
rather than hosing them down 
 
Put leaves in the compost or the 
garden as mulch 
 
Plant grass where soil is exposed 
 
Cover piles of soil, sand, etc. to 
stop them washing into drains 
 
Enclose your garden beds to contain the soil, fertilizers, 
etc. 
 
Purchase the “least toxic” household and garden prod-
ucts 

One cigarette butt or bottle cap might 

not seem like much. But when thou-

sands combine with other litter, they can 

cause serious pollution problems. Litter 

can block drains and cause flooding. It is 

also an eyesore. 

 

Dog droppings can also cause many health and pollution prob-

lems when they wash into our waterways. They can increase 

the level of bacteria and make our local waterways unsafe for 

swimming. So please pick up after your pets at home or at the 

park and dispose of them in the garden or in the trash bins. 

More Trash Means More Problems 

What Can We Do To Help? 

Put your cigarette butts and other litter in the trash bin 

Contribute to the community by cleaning up littered areas 

If a trash bin is not around, hold onto your litter until you 

find one 


